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ACT |

Scene 1

A man, Liam tentatively wal ks into what appears
to be a regular bar. Once he is spotted, one of
the nmen in the bar, John the Baptist, gets up to
go over and greet him Elsewhere in the bar is St.
Peter and St. Paul sat together, and on a separate
tabl e sat alone is Buddha. On St. Peter and St
Paul s table is a toaster. Qher |ess notable
peopl e are scattered around on various tabl es.

LI AM
VWhere am | ?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
VWhere is he, he asks? You're in 'The Swan and Linbo’,
mat e. What’' s your nane?

LI AM
Wher e?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
"The Swan and Linbo'. That’s the nanme of the pub. Not a
very good nane, is it? Don't tell HmIl said this, but
he never did understand the concept of subtlety. Plus,
for some strange reason, he just really |likes swans.
What’ s your nane, son?

LI AM
Wiy am|l in a pub? One mnute I was on a plane, and
now. ..sorry, ny name’s Liam

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Nice to neet you, Liam Yeah, sorry to have to break it
to you, but...you re dead, nmate. My condol ences. But on
the upside...a totally painless death. You ve got one
up on e right there.

LI AM
So |’ m dead?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
You’' re dead.

LI AM
s this supposed to be heaven?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Well, not exactly, but--
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LI AM
Is this hell?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
No no no no no. Trust ne, boy, you d know it if you was
in hell. This is purgatory.

LI AM
Purgatory? Way am | in purgatory? It’s been a while
since |I’ve been to church, but isn't it supposed to be
full up with, like, un-baptised babies or sonething?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
God, you won't let up with the questions, will you?
Yeah, normally, but, you know, over 18 s allowed in
here only.

LI AM
Seriously? Stop with all the jokes. Wo are you?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
VWw, well you're no fun. |I’ve only been stuck in here
for, shall we just round it to, 2 mllenia. 2000 years
stuck in this crumy old pub. Excuse ne if | crack a
joke or two to pass the tinme and keep noral e up.
Alright, M. Serious. |I'’mJohn. John the Baptist to be
exact. For the last couple hundred years or so we’'ve
been been ferrying everyone straight to purgatory. You
see, Heavens a little...over saturated.

LI AM
You' re saying Heavens full up?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Essentially, yes.

LI AM
How can Heaven be full up?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Vll...Gods a pretty forgiving guy, when push cones to
shove. | don’t like it either, 1’d rather not be
nei ghbours with Charles Manson, but what can you do?

LI AM
Right. So |I’ve been good all ny life--

John the Baptist nmakes a di sagreei ng action,

wavering his hand while holding it in a stretched
out horizontal position.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

LI AM
|’ ve been nostly good all my life, and |’ m supposed to
just wait out eternity here?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
The al cohol hel ps.

Li am becones visibly disheartened in his deneanor.

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Ah, cone on, it’s not that bad. | haven’t even told you
the best bit. Last year we put into practice a new
schenme in which the inhabitants of purgatory can
actually win a place in heaven. It's still init’'s beta
testing phase, mnd, but it’s getting good results.

Li am becones intrigued, and an increase in norale
i s seen.

LI AM
How do | wi n? By being good?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST

(1 aughi ng)
Ah wow, that’s good. That’s good. No, course not by
bei ng good. You have to take part in the pub quiz.

LI AM
The pub quiz?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Do you need ne to wite this down for you? Yeah, the
pub quiz. I'’mthe quiz nmaster. I'’mpretty proud of ny
questions, If I may say so.

LI AM
Pr oud?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
It’s not one of the deadly sins if I'"mdoing it
ironically.

LI AM
Sur e.

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
At first he repeats everything | say to himlike a
child and now he thinks he’s a theol ogist. Gah, what
happened back down on Earth? What went w ong?

LI AM
So, howdo I win nmy way into heaven?
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THE BAPTI ST
You have to cone fourth.

Fourth? Way fourth? First is obvious. Third, maybe |
coul d understand because of the trinity. Wiy fourth?

THE BAPTI ST

That’ s easy. To quote the son of God, the saviour of
man, Jesus said: "Cone forth to recieve eterna
salvation." Poor old St. Peter over there, you know,
sat with St. Paul, he cane fifth. See that toaster over
there with him

John the Baptist notions over towards St. Peter
and St. Paul’s table.

THE BAPTI ST

He was pretty di ssapointed. | suppose | can understand,
he was supposed to be the rock the church was built
upon, but | nust say, it’s a pretty nice toaster. It
can do two sets of bread at once.

VWhat’s the prize for first?
THE BAPTI ST
(abrupt)
Not hi ng.
(normal)
You haven’t got a hope in...in...HE L L of w nning.

Not with M. Knowit-all sitting over there.

John the Baptist notions over at Buddha.

THE BAPTI ST
He’s one of the reasons we nmade the heaven spot be the
fourth prize. |I couldn’t bear it if he nade it in. He's

so spiritual and boring. Thankfully, despite his ever
so clear wi seness and nystical mnd, he keeps w nning.
Smart ass.

Is...is that Buddha?
THE BAPTI ST
Yeah. He just doesn’'t get the hint. Every week he shows

up here with his encyclopaedia brain and every week he
Wi ns.

Can’t you just disqualify hinf
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THE BAPTI ST
Disqualify hin? Disqualify hinf Actually, that ain't
hal f a bad idea, you know. Thanks.

John the Baptist touches his finger to his nose.

THE BAPTI ST

Right. Well...it’s going to start any m nute now.
You’' ve got a tough decision ahead of you. Do you play
it alone or do you join a teanf?

Well, that’s easy.

THE BAPTI ST

It isn’t. You see, each victor, regardless of being an
i ndi vidual or a collective group, only w ns one place.
So if you win as a team..you win just one space to be
di vi ded between that team

How t he hell can you divide a seat in Heaven?
THE BAPTI ST
Think of it as a time share cloud...|l don’t know, one

week in paradi se sound good to you?

And |1'd be here the rest of the tinme?

THE BAPTI ST
Don't say it like it’s a bad thing? W do this quiz
every week.

| think "Il go it alone, thank you very nuch.

THE BAPTI ST

Alright, take a seat then, one where there’s a pen and

paper. I’mgoing to go and set up.
Liamsits down at a table on his own, while John
the Bapti st wal ks over to the bar and reaches over
to the other side pulling out a m crophone. He
then pulls sone glasses froma pocket and
delicately puts them on.

THE BAPTI ST

(1 ouder and nore cabaret)
Ri ght then, Ladies and Gentl enen, who's ready for Quiz
Ni ght ?

Everyone nmutters variati ons upon yes.
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JOHN
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THE BAPTI ST
Now, that’s just not good enough. | said...Wo' s ready
for the Quiz N ght?

A nore | ouder and punctuated affirmative answer
sounds out from everyone this tine.

THE BAPTI ST
k. Right, well, I know we have a few new coners here
so |I'Il have a quick run through of the rules.

Absol utely no cheating what soever, that nmeans no
phones, no psychic powers, no ESP, no paper on the desk
over than the answer sheet. That one goes out to you
Paul, | don't care if you' re witing another letter. No
Papaer .

St. Paul waves his hand towards John the Bapti st,
as if to say 'shut up’.

ST. PAUL
(rmuttering)
D ck.
JOHN THE BAPTI ST
(talking to Liam
Oh, by the way, | forgot to nention...if you cone

JOHN

JOHN

JOHN

| ast...the punishnent is death. Just kidding, just
ki ddi ng. But yeah, really, whoever cones |ast gets
dunped down to Hell

(to everyone)
Ri ght then, who's ready to start?

John the Baptist picks up sone papers fromthe bar
and holds themin front of hinself.

THE BAPTI ST

X, we’'ll begin with an easy one. Wo shot J.R ?
Peopl e randomy wite and those in groups talk
anongst thensel ves.

THE BAPTI ST

Al right, second question. Wat is the nane of the actor
t hat played the character J.R Ew ng?

Again there is a flurry of activity somewhat
simlar to before.

THE BAPTI ST
And...the third question. How many seasons did the hit
show Dal las run for?

Liam sl ans the pen down in anger and turns to talk
to John the Bapti st.
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LI AM
Right, are all these questions about Dall as?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Erm hang on. ..

John the Baptist |ooks through his set of papers
and then turns back to Liam

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Looks like it, yeah.

LI AM
What ? That's a bit unfair, how am | supposed to answer
any of these questions? That show was way before ny
tinme.

ST. PETER
| don’t know what you’re npani ng about, it was about
2000 years after our time. You d think we’d get cable
up here...we don't. All we get is terrestrial TV and
Par anount Conedy.

LI AM
D dn’t Paramount change to Conedy Central ?
ST. PETER
What ? You' re joking? Wien did this happen?
LI AM
A few years back now.
ST. PETER
(1 ooki ng upset)
Ah man.
ST. PAUL
Do they still have Father Ted? Do they still have
Frasier?
LI AM
Look, | don’t know. Wo watches Frasier, anyways?
ST. PAUL
(1 ooki ng of f ended)
| do.

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Right, we're getting sidetracked. Let ne just skip al
the Dallas trivia. Ok, here we go, next question.
What’ s the nane of the paranoid android in Htchiker’s
Quide to the Gal axy?
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Much |ike before, there is a flurry of activity
bet ween the groups and people witing answers
down.

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
X, and...that’ s it. Times up, hand your answers in to
me and 'l mark them now.

LI AM
s that it?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Yeah. Especially since sonmeone wasn’t happy with the
guesti ons.

LI AM
Yeah, but...three questions? | thought you said you
wer e proud of your questions?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
| was, it took nme ages to rack up enough Dall as
guestions to |ast 2 hours.

LI AM
VWhat ever .

One by one each group submits their answer papers
to John the Baptist. He then begins marking them
whil e everyone sits around patiently.

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Ok then, the scores on the doors. Here we are
then...bringing up the rear, it’s ' The Purgatories’
with 0. Well done guys. In fifth place with 1, it’s,
drunrol |l please, Liam So you ve won yourself a brand
new toaster, cone see ne at the end to collect it.

Liamthrows his head into his hands.

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Ck, in fourth place is...’ The Parachutes’. Terrible
t eam nane, guys. Really? Well, you’ ve won yourselves a
spot in heaven to share between yoursel ves,
again...conme see ne at the end. Alright, in tied second
place it’s *The Al Saints’ and ' The Four Quizzers of
t he Apocol ypse’. O course, you w n...nothing.
(sounding irritated, tal king fast
W t hout ent husiasm
And first place is Buddha.

John the Baptist throws the papers down onto the
bar .
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JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Sorry it didn't go exactly to plan guys, but thanks for
pl ayi ng, | hope you’ ve had a great tine.

Liam gets up and wal ks over to John the Baptist.

LI AM
Al right then, where' s this toaster?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Oh cone on, lighten up. It’s not the end of the world
or anything. You ve always got next week...you m ght
want to find a video rental store.

LI AM
Wiy’ s that?

JOHN THE BAPTI ST
Oh, you know. Research. Next week is MA+*S+<H week

The ENnd.



